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Commercial policy in war time and after, a study of the application of 
democratic ideas to international commercial relations. By William 
Smith Culbertson, member of the United States tariff commission. 
(New York : D. Appleton and company, 1919. 478 p. $2.50 net) 

The problems of commercial policy which Mr. Culbertson discusses in 
this volume are not peculiar to the period of war and reconstruction, but 
have existed for many decades. It may not even be said that they were 
intensified during the war, since international trade was necessarily 
organized on an emergency basis and former national policies were tem- 
porarily abandoned. The necessity for restoring order out of the chaos 
of war, however, has resulted in the whole problem of international rela- 
tions being considered from new points of view, thus creating for the 
author a favorable opportunity for the presentation of his views on 
world trade policies. The proposals which he suggests would have been 
pertinent a decade ago but they would have been almost universally pro- 
nounced impractical and visionary. There will be those who will hold 
the same opinion now, but the fact remains that the author is certain of 
a more considerate hearing today than he would have been during the 
years preceding the war. It is evident that Mr. Culbertson has been 
profoundly influenced by the new conception of international relations 
embodied in the covenant of the league of nations, his general thesis be- 
ing revealed in the subtitle of the volume, ' ' a study of the application of 
democratic ideas to international commercial relations." 

The book is divided into three parts which are entitled, respectively, 
"War's eifect on industry," "American commercial policies," and 
"World commercial policies." In part one, the author describes in con- 
siderable detail the development of new industries during the war, both 
in the United States and in foreign countries, which resulted from the 
cutting off of supplies formerly available and from increased demands 
for war purposes. Part two is a critical and historical analysis of the 
tariff policy of the United States. Various aspects of the tariff as a 
means of controlling international trade are very ably discussed, while 
the tariff as a factor in international politics is subjected to careful 
study. Mr. Culbertson is distinctly liberal in his viewpoint and de- 
nounces as inconsistent with democratic principles the predatory inter- 
national trade methods which nations often follow. War in many in- 
stances he attributes to imperialistic commercial policies, particularly 
as applied to backward peoples. In part three he develops the thesis 
that national control of foreign commerce has failed to remove abuses 
and that a remedy must be found in some form of international super- 
vision. Mr. Culbertson recommends the establishment of a body of rules 
on international trade and the creation of a commission under the league 
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of nations to interpret and ultimately to administer them. A more 
specific recommendation is that for the establishment of an international 
tariff commission under the league of nations, which, if it served no other 
purpose, would be of use as a clearing-house for international trade 
information. 

The average reader will lay down the volume agreeing with Mr. Cul- 
bertson that conditions are not all that they should be and that it would 
be better if all nations would apply the golden rule in their economic 
relations. The remedies suggested, however, seem inadequate. It is 
scarcely to be hoped that the world has yet reached the stage where na- 
tions are ready to entrust "vital" questions of commercial policy to in- 
ternational commissions. At the same time, the volume contains a great 
deal of valuable information concerning the economic and political 
factors involved in international trade, particularly the tariff. As a 
member of the United States tariff commission Mr. Culbertson is quali- 
fied to speak with authority on this subject and, for this reason, part 
two is the most valuable portion of the book. Owing to the author's 
antecedents, however, it is perhaps natural that international trade and 
commercial policy should have been considered too largely from the 
point of view of the tariff. Altogether too little is said concerning the 
vital factors of international finance and shipping, both of which, par- 
ticularly in the case of the United States, have been profoundly affected 
by the war and will exert a tremendous influence upon international 
trade for years to come. 

Histoire des iStats-Vnis de 1787 a 1917. Par Georges Weill, professeur 

a I'universite de Caen. (Paris: Librairie Felix Alcan, 1919. 207 

p. 5 francs) 

Published under the auspices of the Comite F ranee- Amerique, this 

work is intended to "make better known in Prance the great democracy 

of the New World." Despite numerous errors of detail and some of 

conception, it should serve this purpose very well. 

Often these errors seem to be due to careless proofreading, as 1908 for 
1808 in Jefferson's administration (p. 49). Others are more serious. 
France, for instance, is made to transfer Louisiana to the United States 
on November 13, 1803, when, of course, Laussat did not receive it from 
Spain until November 30 and re-transferred it on December 20. Again, 
the author so abhors slavery that he sometimes does the south an injus- 
tice. The reader is left with the impression that the scenes depicted in 
Uncle Tom's cabin were common rather than exceptional (p. 120 ff.). 
Mr. Taft will doubtless be surprised to learn that he was a senator from 
Ohio when appointed governor-general of the Philippines (p. 181). 



